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How to use 

in Firework Photography

RULE OF THIRDS AND 
THE GOLDEN RATIO

The Rule of Thirds and the  
Golden Ratio are both 
equally well-known as the 
basic composition rules in 
photography, but how should 
you incorporate it into firework 
photography? Here's how.

—

Technique

How To Use It?

Seen in the artwork in the 
Renaissance period - the Rule 
of Thirds were used to give equal 
spatial emphasis between the 
painting’s background and the 
subject. They have found that the 
human eyes do not rest on the 
centre of the painting, but tend to 
roam outside of it.

The Golden Ratio, exists in 
prominent art piece like the Mona 
Lisa. Derived from math, it is often 
suggested that if an object is 1.618 
times bigger/smaller than the other 
object in the same image, the result 
will be pleasing to the eye.

What Is It?                                    

The Golden RatioRule Of Thirds

Rule Of Thirds The Golden Ratio

This technique consists of two 
horizontal and two vertical lines, 
forming four intersections and 
nine equal boxes, in an image. This 
breaks the image down into thirds.

The Golden Ratio consists of a 
spiral line that guides the viewer’s 
eye strategically to the main 
subject. The spiral can also be  
used as a guide for the placement 
of leading lines.

You can opt to use the firework as 
the focal point or as a background. 
Either way, fit surrounding 
buildings or objects at one of the 
Rule of Thirds' intersection while 
anticipating the fireworks  
at another.

Choose distinctive subjects in 
different forms or colours to  
create emphasis and contrast.

You can also experiment with 
different size ratios between 
the two subjects (buildings and 
fireworks) on each intersection.

The Golden Ratio puts heavy 
emphasis on the pictorial subject  
in the image. 

Similar to the Rule of Thirds, place 
your point of interest (fireworks or 
buildings) on the smallest part of 
the spiral. 

The Golden Ratio allows you 
to be aware of the supporting 
details surrounding the focal 
point. As such, you can utilise the 
background subjects like trees and 
buildings to create a suggestive 
Fibonacci Spiral and enhance  
your image. 


